St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School
Term One, Week Six, Thursday 11 March 2021

COMING EVENTS
Monday 15 March
8.45am Assembly
Friday 19 March
Faction Swimming Carnival
Gratwick Pool Port Hedland
PP - Y6
22 - 26 March
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Thursday 25 March
8.45am Assembly
Monday 29 March
8.45am Assembly
Thursday 01 April
Last day for students for
Term One
Holy Week Assembly
8.45am start
PP Palm Sunday
Y4 Holy Thursday Last Supper
Y5 Good Friday
Y3 Easter Sunday
Monday 19 April
First day for students
Term Two
Monday 26 April
Public Holiday Anzac Day
Tuesday 27 April
Pupil Free Day
Staff Development Day

Facebook link:

http://fb.me/stceciliascps

Prayer of St Joseph
On December 8 2020, Pope Francis declared a special Year of St Joseph to
run through to December 8, 2021. This marks the 150th Anniversary of the
declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. Pope Francis
reflected that Covid-19 “has helped us see more clearly the importance of ordinary people who, though far from the limelight, exercise patience and offer
hope every day.”
St Joseph is the epitome of the quiet, ordinary person moving behind the
scenes – and yet he shapes all of human history with his quiet guidance, protection, holiness and acceptance of God’s will. Who represents St Joseph in
your life?

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Dear Parents/Guardians
Assistant Principal
Earlier this week our Regional Officer, Allen McMahon, Father January, School Advisory Council Chair Stephanie Holmes-Leonard and myself conducted interviews to
finalise the appointment of Assistant Principal to fill my role while I am in the Acting
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Principal role. I am pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs Casey Bakunowicz as St Cecilia’s Assistant Principal for the remainder of Semester One. Mrs Bakunowicz will be arriving in Port Hedland next Thursday, just in
time for our Faction Swimming Carnival, and she is looking forward to meeting students and families at the Carnival.
Professional Development
Last week, staff undertook Professional Development which can be used towards Accreditation as required by
Catholic Education Western Australia. The training was delivered by Sister Margaret Scharf in association with the
Catholic Institute of Western Australia with staff learning about the history and tradition of the Gospels as well as
Jesus, the Word Made Flesh.
Student Attendance
A reminder that the school day begins at 8:30am. If your child arrives after this time, it is highly likely that the class
teacher has already marked the roll so you will need to come to the office to sign your child in as late. A further
reminder if your child is absent, we require written notification. This can be done using the online absentee form on
our website or by email on the day of absence or a written letter on their return. Please note, this written notification needs to be completed even if you have phoned the school to give notification.
P&F Meeting
The first P&F Meeting for the year was held on Monday 08 March. Welcome to our new Vice-President, Rebekah
Hagan and to new committee members Amanda Brown, Katrina Tillbrook and Helena Murphy.
If you are interested in joining the P&F, but were not able to attend the first meeting, please make note of the date
for the next P&F Meeting - Tuesday 20 April. New members are always welcome.
Faction Swimming Carnival
Thank you to Mrs Lee-Gowland for getting our students ready for our upcoming Faction Swimming Carnival. The
students have been working at perfecting their strokes and our Faction Captains are excited to lead their faction
groups in their first official Captain duties. While I may have a bit of a soft spot for one faction (…Go Mathews…),
we are looking forward to a day of fun and giving it a go.
Clean Up Australia Day
Julie Arif (Care for Hedland), Hockeyroo Kalindi Commerford and BHP and FMG Representatives joined our students last Friday morning for the Hedland All Schools Clean Up Australia Day. Students from the Years One to Six
classes donned gloves and picked up their bags to clean up the school grounds, boundaries and beach area directly across the road from the school. At the conclusion of the morning, the Year Six class was assisted by Mr Sta
Maria to weigh the collected rubbish. A massive 39.92kg of rubbish was collected; well done to all our ‘waste warriors’ for helping to make our environment healthier.
Parent Teacher Interviews
A reminder that these interviews commence the week beginning Monday 22 March. Please check our website for
the link to the online booking system. When attending your scheduled meeting, please ensure you are on time for
your meeting and keep to the allocated time to ensure that all meetings run to schedule.
Harmony Day
Harmony Day is celebrated on March 21 each year, with the first Harmony Day being in 1999. The message of
Harmony Day is: Everyone belongs.
Harmony Day is a time for all Australians to remember and respect our diverse cultural backgrounds and to share
what we have in common.
Here are some fascinating statistics about our diversity:
• around 45 per cent of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who was
• we identify with about 300 ancestries
• since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia
• 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia
• apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Italian, Arabic, Cantonese,
Greek, Vietnamese, Tagalog/Filipino, Spanish and Hindi
• more than 60 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia.
• These facts are taken from ABS 2011 Census Data.
• To recognise Harmony Day at St Cecilia’s, students will be encouraged to wear orange clothing. Students can
go head to toe with their orange or it could be as simple as a pair of orange socks or an orange ribbon; please
no coloured hair spray, singlet shirts or thongs. Why orange? Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Day. Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and meaningful conversations. It also relates to
the freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect.
As a school, we will be spending the day sharing our stories and we would love to invite families to the school to
help us with this. If you are interested in joining your child’s class for the first half hour of the day to share the story
of your culture, please notify your child’s teacher to express your interest.
Term Calendars
Term Calendars showing events for Term One and Two are now available on the school website. Please refer to
these to find out about important dates and events happening in our school. Please note that at times it is necessary to make changes to scheduled events but we will notify you of any changes.
Mrs Mandy Sheen
Acting Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES & NEWS
St Cecilia’s - Port Hedland
Priest in charge: Fr. Edward Khaemba
35 Sutherland Street Port Hedland
9173 1687
stceciliaporthedland@bigpond.com

St John the Baptist - South Hedland
Priest in charge: Fr January Mkude
15 Lovell Way South Hedland
9172 1254
stjohns@westnet.com.au

Tue to Fri 8.00am
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm
Sunday 8:00am

Mon & Wed 6.00pm, Fri 8.00am
Saturday Vigil 7.00pm
Sunday Morning Mass 9:30am

Seafarers Centre - Port Hedland
Sunday 3.15pm
2909

Vinnies Store
15 Lovell Way South Hedland 9172

Vinnies South Hedland
Are looking for parents that would be interested in volunteering in our lovely shop. Our volunteers help sort and
prepare donations from the community for the shop and for emergency relief in the local area as well as assist
customers in the shop. The shop hours are Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 2pm, so perfect for school pickups/drop
offs! Please contact Deb on 91722909 or come in for a visit and see what we do .

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
St Patrick’s Day
Our next Whole School Mass will be held on Wednesday 17 March. This Mass will honour St Patrick and will be
led by our Year Three students. All families are welcome to join us in St Cecilia’s Church at 8:45am.
First Communion Enrolment Mass
The Enrolment Mass for those students wanting to take part in First Holy Communion will be held
in local parishes on the weekend of Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 March; enrolment forms will be
sent home with students this week. If you have missed getting an enrolment form, or if your child
has missed receiving the Sacrament and you want them to take part this year, please speak with
your parish priest or see Mrs Sheen. Enrolment forms must be returned to the priest at the
Enrolment Masses, please do not return it to school.
Mrs Mandy Sheen
Religious Education Coordinator

MERIT AWARDS
Thursday 11 March 2021
PP: Catherine Bennett
Y1: Ariah Binsaad
Y2: Alexander Baba
Y3: Mutsawashe Chamboko
Y4: Aidan Hawes
Y5: Perri Pawlenko
Y6: John Solo

Karter Harris
Owen Olivares
Ebony Bennett
Kristin Olivier
Megan Day
Cooper Seaton-Buckley Christeena Thomas
Abigail Stanley

Beau Weir

BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday to these students that celebrated their birthday:
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Wroth
Green
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Year Two cleans up Australia!
(or, at least, part of St Cecilia’s)

Friday 5th March was the
annual ‘Clean up Australia’
day around our country.
Year Two joined Years One,
Five and Six in cleaning up
our school and the
surrounding area. We all got
to wear cool gloves (that
were then to be washed and
reused) and we picked up
rubbish or recyclables we
found from down to the hall
to up near the front fence.
We were also very lucky to
have Julie Arif from Care
for Hedland talk to us about
the history of this great day.
In the meantime, our very
special guest was Kallindi
Commerford from the
Australian Olympic
Hockeyroos team! She is
currently in training with
her peers for the Olympic
Games this year. Kallindi
talked to us about how the
hockey teams take care of
the environment with
projects such as recycling,
reusing and even planting
trees to help restore our air
quality.
We had such a fun morning
and we thought we’d show
you some photos of this
adventure.
From the Year Two Crew

