
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

Whole School Masses/Liturgies 
8 August - St Mary of the Cross Mary MacKillop 
Thank you to the Year Ones and staff who organised our school liturgy to celebrate 
the feast of St Mary Mackillop. Mary Mackillop became Australia’s first saint and was 
well known for serving the poor. 
 

15 August - The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
Thank you to the Year Fives and staff for organising this Mass. This feast recognises 
firstly, the happy departure of Mary from this life; and secondly the assumption of her 
body into heaven. It is the main feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
 

Health and Physical  Education Teacher 

I am pleased to announce that Mrs Kristine Lee will be undertaking the role of Health 
and Physical Education teacher for the rest of this year. Mrs Lee has previously 
worked at St Cecilia’s in a casual and full-time capacity. Mrs Lee will commence her 
duties on Monday, September 2. I’m sure you will join me in making Mrs Lee feel wel-
comed and supported. 
 

Governance of Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) 
Last week the Most Reverend Donald Sproxton, Auxiliary Bishop of Perth, an-
nounced the decision by the Bishops of Western Australia to incorporate Catholic 
Education in Western Australia. This incorporation will see the existing governance 
structure transitioned to a public company, of which the four diocesan Bishops are 
shareholders. This in turn appoints a Board of Commissioners to provide strategic 
governance of the system. According to the Executive Director of CEWA, the move 
will promote greater clarity and transparency across the system and have minimal 
impact on the operations of Catholic schools. This transition will take effect from 1 
January 2020 and the new company will be known as Catholic Education Western 
Australia Limited. 
 

National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 
As a school, we recognised this day on Tuesday, August 6. A special assembly was 
held in the morning and Ms Greatorex spoke to the students about how this day high-
lights the importance of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture. The day is 
also an opportunity for all Australians to show their support for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children and culture. 
 
 

Reflection  
To us also, through every star, through every 

blade of grass, is not God made visible if we will 
open our minds and our eyes.  

Thomas Carlyle 
COMING EVENTS 

 

BOOK FAIR 
Monday 19 to Friday 23 August 

Monday  
Students to come with teachers 

and make their wish list 
 

Tuesday and Thursday  
Book Fair open for parents and 

students before and after school 
8:00am-8:25am & 2:35pm-3:15pm 

 

Wednesday and Friday  
before school only 8:00am-8:25am 

 

Wednesday night 
Book Fair open and special guest 
author reading 6:00pm-7:00pm 

 

Thursday 
Book Week Dress up Assembly 

8:30am in the Hall. Come dressed 
up as your favourite book charac-

ter or a costume to match the 
theme, Reading is my Secret Pow-

er. Special guest judge.  
 

Tuesday 20 August 
Reconciliation Y5 9.15am 

 

Wednesday 21 August 
Reconciliation Y4 9.15am 

 

Thursday 22 August 
Reconciliation Y6 9.15am 

 

23 & 24 August 
First Reconciliation  

Enrolment Mass  
Reconciliation Y4 9.15am 

 

Sunday 25 August 
Family Mass Y2 Lead 

St Cecilia’s Church 8.00am 
Reconciliation Y4 9.15am 

 

Thursday 29 August 
Y4 Father Day Assembly        

followed by a cuppa. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 



K & PP Mini Olympics 
Congratulations to all our Kindergarten and Pre-Primary students on their participation in the recent mini Olympics.  
I enjoyed watching the excitement on the faces of the students as they participated in the events. Thank you to Mr 
Hayward, staff and parents who helped with the organisation and running of the event. 
 

Climate Survey 
We are seeking feedback on how we can do things better at St Cecilia’s, so please read the information sheet in 
this newsletter regarding the Parents and Caregiver Survey. It has important information about the survey, includ-
ing the code needed to access the survey online. The survey is to find out about the climate at our school and is 
an opportunity for parents to tell the school staff how things are going for you and your children. Please note there 
are no right or wrong answers, we need your impression of the school. The survey will be opened from Monday 19 
August until Friday, 30 August. Staff and students will also be completing surveys. 
 

STEAM  Expo 
On Tuesday, 13 August Mrs Wellbeloved accompanied some of our Year Four, Five and Six students to the 
STEAM expo. The students participated in activities involving Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathe-
matics, They were joined by students from Newman PS, South Newman PS, Newman Senior HS, Marble Bar, Port 
Hedland PS, Baler PS, South Hedland PS and Cassia PS.  The day is part of the BHP Pilbara Education Partner-
ship’s Academic Enrichment Program. I want to take this opportunity to thank the organisers for extending an invi-
tation to our school. 
 

Wizard of Odd 
A fantastic performance by the children of Port Hedland. It was heartening to see students from St Cecilia’s have a 
key role in this production. A HUGE thank you to the very talented Ms Batchelor for her role in the performance. Of 
course, she was ably assisted by many staff and parents from the school and community, so thank you to all who 
helped. A great job by all and you should all be proud of the final achievement. This show would not have taken 
place if it wasn’t for the generous sponsorship of Roy Hill Community Foundation, Town of Port Hedland and the 
Matt Dann Theatre and Cinema. 
 

Parent Engagement- Catholic School Parents  
Please read the article in this newsletter, about Parent Engagement from Catholic School Parents. A worthwhile 
read about the importance of the school and parents working as partners. 
 
Congratulations to the Following  Students 

 James Hawes, Aidan Hawes, Thomas Hawes, Charlie Drysdale and Rutendo Kuzamba for recently  represent-

ing Port Hedland in a soccer tournament held in Newman 

 Rutendo Kuzamba who has been selected to represent the Country WA Team for soccer and will be travelling to 

Singapore next term to compete in a tournament. 
 

Life Skills  
This week our Year Six students participated in “Life Skills for Life’. This is a hands-on workshop that provides the 
students with the knowledge and confidence to apply first aid. The training is provided by staff from the Western 
Australia Surf Life Saving. 
 

Jeans for Gene Day 
Wonderful effort by the community to raise $175 towards the Children’s Medical Research Institute. 
 

Silly Things People Have Said 

• I was in a no-win situation, so I'm glad that I won rather than lost.- Frank Bruno, Boxer  
 

• I do not like this word "bomb." It is not a bomb. It is a device that is exploding- A previous French ambassador 
on nuclear weapons 

 

God Bless and enjoy the coming weekend 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Robert Palladino 
Principal 
     

St Cecilia’s - Port Hedland         St John the Baptist - South Hedland  
Tue to Fri 8.00am     Mon & Wed 6.00pm, Fri 8.00am 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm         Saturday Vigil 7.00pm  
Sunday 8:00am           Sunday Morning Mass 9:30am  

  

Seafarers Centre - Port Hedland  
Tuesday 7.30pm 
Sunday  3.15pm  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PARISH MASS TIMES & NEWS 



School Masses 
Last week, in the absence of both Father Edward and Father January, the Year One class led us in a Whole 
School Liturgy to celebrate St Mary of the Cross. This Liturgy remembered Australia’s first saint, Mary MacKillop 
and the wonderful work that she and the Sisters of Saint Joseph of the Sacred Heart did to help ensure that all 
children received an education. Thank you to Miss Murgia and the Year One Class. 
Today, the Year Five class led the Mass of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Each year on August 15 
we remember the assumption of Mary into heaven and celebrate her total sharing in the new life won by her son’s 
death and resurrection. Mary praised God for the wonderful things He had done for her in making her the mother 
of Jesus. We should all take a moment to thank God for our own mothers and for the children that call us ‘Mum’. 
Sunday 25 August will see students from the Year One and Two classes lead the Mass. All families are welcome 
to attend our Whole School Masses and Family Masses.   
 

First Reconciliation 
This week, the Year Three students will receive an enrolment form for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. 
Please carefully read the letter that accompanies the enrolment form. If you are wanting your child to take part in 
this Sacrament, then it is important that you bring the completed enrolment form to hand to the priest at the enrol-
ment Masses in your local parish on the weekend of Saturday 24-Sunday 25 August. Please don’t return these 
forms to school. 
If you are wanting your child to take part in the Sacrament of First Holy Communion in 2020, it is important that 
they receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation first. If your child is in another year level and you wish them to re-
ceive the Sacrament of First Reconciliation this year, please let Mrs Sheen know. 
 

Mrs Mandy Sheen     
Religious Education Coordinator 
 

Book Week 
Book Week is fast approaching and there is a lot of fun planned for the week including guest readers, Book Fair, 
Pyjama Storytime, author workshop and our famous Book Week Dress Up Assembly.  
The theme for 2019 is, Reading is my Secret Power. Children are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite 
book character or in a costume that relates to the theme for our Book Week Assembly. This Assembly is one of 
our most anticipated events all year and I can’t wait to see the all the fabulous costumes during the class pa-
rades. Mums and Dads are welcome to dress up as well! 
Book Fair 
Book Fair will be held next week to coincide with Book Week. We are seeking parent volunteers to help with the 
set up/ pack up of Book Fair as well as with the sale of books during Book Fair opening hours. If you are able to 
help out during any of the times listed below, please let Mrs Sheen know by Friday afternoon. 
Friday 16

th
 – Book Fair set up from 1:00pm 

Tuesday 20
th
 – Before school 8:00am-8:25am and After school 2:35pm-3:15pm 

Wednesday 21
st
 – Before school 8:00am-8:25am and during Pyjama Storytime 6:00pm-7:00pm 

Thursday 22
nd

 - Before school 8:00am-8:25am and After school 2:35pm-3:15pm 
Friday 23

rd
 – Before school 8:00am-8:25am with pack up beginning after 8:25am 

  

Mrs Mandy Sheen 
Assistant Principal 
 

Indigenous Literacy Day Wednesday 4 September 2019. 
 

This day is a national celebration of Aboriginal culture, stories, language, and literacy. 
 

St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School is searching for new or pre-loved second hand 
children’s books to be donated to the surrounding communities of Port Hedland.  
 

Please help St Cecilia’s students to close the literacy gap in remote communities. 
 

A donation box will be in place near the entrance of the school’s office from now until 
Tuesday 3rd September. On Wednesday, we will present our donated books to repre-
sentatives from the South Hedland Police Station. 
 

Thank you in advance for your contribution to the development of Literacy of all chil-
dren. 
 
 
 

Due to unforeseen circumstances Bankwest school banking will not be available for the remainder of 2019. 
We hope that this service will be resumed in 2020. If you are interested in continuing banking with your child, you 
can still go and see the lovely ladies at the Bankwest branch. 
 

INDIGENOUS LITERACY DAY 

GENERAL CAMPUS NEWS 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

BANKWEST SCHOOL BANBKING 

https://www.facebook.com/StCeciliasCPS/inbox/?mailbox_id=2265787803669104&selected_item_id=1631945123#


Happy Birthday to the following students who have had their birthday. 
 

August  
1 KASEMETS, Nadia PP  
2 FILER, Taylah Y5  
7 OLIVIER, Kristin PP  
8 KUZAMBA, Rutendo Y5 
11 PAWLENKO, Perri Y3  
13 BRADBURY, Skyla Y1  
16 HILLE, Sebastian Y5 

 
  

BIRTHDAYS 



 

Book Week and Book Fair … 

What’s happening? 

 

 

 

 

BOOK FAIR OPENING HOURS 

TUESDAY : 8:00AM-8:25AM and  2:35PM—3:15PM 

WEDNESDAY : 8:00AM-8:25AM and  6:00PM-7:00PM 

THURSDAY : 8:00AM-8:25AM and  2:35PM—3:15PM 

FRIDAY : 8:00AM-8:25AM  

Author workshops 

Wednesday—Friday 

Sioban Timmer, author of Feral Fergus and 

Toughen Up, Princess will be providing workshops for our students 

throughout the week. Younger students will participate in a col-

ouring-in competition while older students will receive tips on how 

to write stories. 

 

 










