
Dear Parents/Guardians 

NAPLAN 
I am pleased to say that the NAPLAN Testing is now behind us. Friday was used as the 
catch up day for any student who missed a test. Congratulations to the students and staff 
members who participated in the testing for the wonderful composure you displayed. 
NAPLAN can be a stressful time for students, parents and staff members. The data ob-
tained from the NAPLAN Testing is a valuable tool but doesn’t reflect the true nature of 
schools and the all-round education they provide students.  

STRATEGIES FOR HOMEWORK  
Parents can help children develop sound study habits from a young age, which include es-
tablishing a predictable routine, encouraging effective use of time and helping them to be 
organised. 
How to help: 
1. Establish a predictable routine (get home, change clothes, have something to eat, begin

homework, then play).
2. Make homework time as enjoyable as possible.
3. Establish a good working environment for students.
4. Encourage children to work reasonably quickly and efficiently.
5. Encourage children to become organised by planning homework around their extra-

curricular activities.
6. Be realistic and don’t expect to solve all homework difficulties.
7. Don’t do their homework for them. (Teachers need to know if a student can’t do the

homework)
8. Don’t worry if your working out is different from the teachers. They will really appreciate

your effort and it also provides children with alternative strategies for solving problems.
9. Have your children read to you and you read to them.
10. Homework should not last longer than 30 mins.

Faith   Family   Friendship 

School Prayer 
Father of all mercies 

We ask that you would bless the youngest and littlest of learners, 

the most helpless and powerless of persons, 

with Your infinite and loving mercy, 

granting them the strength to learn, concentrate, 

and act in love towards their teachers and fellow students. 

We also ask that You would watch over them, 

at home and at school and give them proper direction 

so that they may learn of Your wonderful virtues. 

We ask this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

COMING EVENTS: 
Thursday 24 May and 

Friday 25 May  
NO SCHOOL 
Staff Retreat 

Sunday 27 May  
Confirmation Enrolment Mass 

Monday 28 May 
Assembly in UCA 
Tuesday 29 May 

Reconciliation Y6 9.15am 
Wednesday 30 May 

Reconciliation Y5 9.15am 
Thursday 31 May 

Reconciliation Y4 9.15am 
Friday 1 June 

Communio Fund Raising Day 
- see note sent home and on

website 
Saturday 2 June 
First Eucharist  

St John the Baptist Church SH 
7.00pm 

Sunday 3 June 
First Eucharist  

St Cecilia’s Church PH 8.00am 
Monday 4 June 

NO SCHOOL 
Public Holiday 

Tuesday 5 June  
Faction Throws 

Y1-3 10.50-11.30 
Y4-6 11.50-12.30 
Thursday 7 June 
Faction Athletics 

Y1-6  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 



NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK and NAIDOC WEEK 
As a country, we are heading towards National Reconciliation Week, to be held 27 May - 3 June, beginning with 
Sorry Day and ending with Mabo Day. 
NAIDOC Week 2018 is officially held 8-15 July, with many schools celebrating the event before or after the holi-
days. The theme this year is Because of her, we can! There are a couple of subtle, but important differences be-
tween National Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week:  
National Reconciliation Week is about Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people coming together to celebrate the re-
spectful relationships they share through a process of truth, justice and then reconciliation. NAIDOC Week is a 
time for Aboriginal people to come together in different ways to connect to culture and country. NAIDOC Week is 
also an opportunity for nonAboriginal Australians to grow their cultural awareness, knowledge and skills, by partici-
pating in Aboriginal community events in a respectful way 
I encourage you to discuss this with your children. The greater their understanding  the greater their  appreciation 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture.  
 

STAFF RETREAT 
This Thursday and Friday the staff at St Cecilia’s are going on a retreat being held at Whim Creek. The retreat is 
being facilitated by Mrs Sheen and will have staff members looking and reflecting on the history of the Church and 
its ever changing spirituality. They will also be asked to reflect on their own spirituality and prayer and how this is 
integrates into their lives.  
 

Yours in FAITH, FAMILY and FRIENDSHIP 
 
 
 
 

Peter Allen 
Principal 

St Cecilia’s - Port Hedland         St John the Baptist - South Hedland  
Saturday Evening Mass 5.30pm      Saturday Evening Mass 7.00pm  
Sunday Morning Mass 8:00am        Sunday Morning Mass 9:30am  

   

Seafarers Centre - Port Hedland  
Sunday Evening 3.30pm  
(All welcome) 
 

YOUTH GATHERING 
Meeting for all our Youth  
between the ages of 13 years to 17 years  
on FRIDAY 25 MAY, at 5:30pm  
in the Parish Centre 
St John the Baptist Catholic Church, South Hedland.   

School Mass 
Thank you to Mrs Poharama and the Year Three class for leading our Whole School Mass this morning to cele-
brate the feast day of Our Lady, Help of Christians. Thank you also to the families that joined us for our Mass. 
 

St Cecilia’s Communio Fundraising 
Next week, we will be recognising Communio Week. During this week, we fundraise as a school to raise money for 
charities supported by the Geraldton Diocese. The money raised during Communio Week is sent to the Bishop 
and then divided amongst the charities that support those in our Diocese that are less fortunate. One of our fund-
raising events will be a special recess order on Friday 01 June. The ordering for this special recess order will be 
open next week on the FlexiSchools website. The order, Anzac Biscuits and a milo, will cost $2.00 with monies 
from the recess being donated to the Communio appeal. Please place orders by Thursday morning. 
A letter is coming home with the newsletter today with more information. 
 

National Reconciliation Week 
In addition to Communio Week, we will also be recognising National Reconciliation Week next week. We will begin 
our recognition with an Assembly on Monday morning to acknowledge National Sorry Day. The theme for National 
Reconciliation Week this year is “Don’t’ Keep History a Mystery”. Each class has been asked to think about the 
contributions that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have made to Australia and children will be complet-
ing activities in class to develop a better understanding of the importance of these days.  
 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
We pray for our students who are preparing to make their First Holy Communion on the weekend of 02 and 03 
June. All children have been receiving weekly activities to complete at home with their families. These activities are 
important as they support the learning that is taking place at school and involves the family in the spiritual journey 
that these children are preparing for. These activities are handed out at Mass each week so it is important that you 
are attending Mass to receive these activities. 
A reminder the enrolment Mass for those children wishing to take part in the sacrament of Confirmation will be held 
this weekend, 25 and 26 May, local parish times. If you did not receive the enrolment letter through the school, 
please see Father January at the Mass.  
 

Mrs Mandy Sheen 
Religious Education Coordinator 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

PARISH NEWS 



NAPLAN Testing 
I would like to say well done to our Year Three and Five students for completing NAPLAN Tests this week.  I was 
particularly impressed with the mature attitudes towards the testing, especially that of our Year Three students 
who were sitting the test for the first time. A thank you also to Mrs Poharama 
and Mr Hayward for helping the students to feel confident and calm as they sat 
each test. 
 

ICAS Testing 
The next ICAS Test, Science, will take place on the afternoon of Thursday 31 
May in the Library. The test will begin at 2:40pm and students should be fin-
ished by 3:30pm. 
 

National Simultaneous Storytime 
Today was National Simultaneous Storytime. Around Australia, schools and 
libraries stopped at 11:00am to read Hickory Dickory Dash, a fun story based 
on the traditional Nursery Rhyme, Hickory Dickory Dock. Ms Batchelor read the 
story to all our students with some help from Town of Port Hedland Mayor, Ca-
millo Blanco. 
 

 

Mrs Mandy Sheen 
Assistant Principal 
 

2019 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 

St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School is now accepting enrolments for Four Year Old Kindergarten 2019. 

Applications for children with birth dates between the following dates will be accepted: 01 July 2014 and 30 June 

2015. If you wish to enrol your child, we require the following to be provided to the school office: 

 Completed Application Form 

 Birth Certificate 

 Baptism Certificate  

 Parish Priest reference form (if applicable) 

 Immunisation record 
 

ENROLMENT POLICY 
Being a Catholic school we enrol children according to the following policy: 
1. Catholic students from the Parish with a Parish Priest Reference  
2. Catholic students from outside the Parish with a Parish Priest Reference  
3. Other Catholic Students  
4. Siblings of non-Catholic students  
5. Non-Catholic students from other Christian Denominations  
6. Other non-Catholic students 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students shall be given enrolment preference wherever possible and practi-
cable. The Principal may vary the above priorities to suit particular local circumstances prevailing at the time after 
prior consultation with the Director of Catholic Education and written confirmation of the outcome. 
Please note that if you already have a child attending this school and you will have a child starting Kindergarten in 

2019, you will also need to complete an Application Form.  For further information or an Application Form please 

contact the school office or on the schools website at  www.stcecilia.wa.edu.au.   

Applications close Friday 29 June 2018.  Interviews will be conducted during Term Three, 2018.  
 

Parents and Guardians, 
Looking for expressions of interest from families, who would be keen in growing their own veggies etc in our 
school community garden. 
 

Saints will be developing a community garden soon. How many families would be interested in growing veggies, 
plants, etc in their own garden bed? 

Congratulations to the following students who celebrated their birthday. 
 

May  
16 HESLOP, Brianna Y1  
18 DIXON, Lucas Y2  
19 DHU, Jacobie Y5  
19 DHU, Zekiel Y5  
23 BABA, Alexander K  
23 IRELAND, Abigail PP  
23 BEVERIDGE, Conner Y2  
24 MacGILLIVRAY, Charlotte PP 

 

FOR SALE IN THE OFFICE 
Library Bags $6.00 each Spencils book covers: A4 & Scrapbook $2.20 each 
Recorders $9.90 each Black Satchels $14.30 each Chair Bags $7.70 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

GENERAL CAMPUS NEWS 

http://www.stcecilia.wa.edu.au


Welcome to the Year 1 Classroom.  
We have had a whirlwind adventure throughout 
our year so far. Throughout all our class lessons 
we enjoy getting a little messy, using our imagi-
nations, being creative and always grooving out 

to our favourite songs on Go Noodle.  
Have a look at what we’ve been learning!! 

We enjoyed our egg and spoon race 

We can make a class number line in 

In Maths we learnt how to skip count by 2’s, 5s and 
10’s , we can also recognise our odd and even num-
bers all the way up to 100. We love to learn through 
our songs and games.  

We learnt all sorts of strategies 
to add big and small numbers! We 
can count on, use our fingers or a 

hundred chart. 



During spelling 
we like to  
engage in  

messy play!! 

Chalk writing 

During our grammar lessons, we learnt about nouns, verbs and 
adjectives. We can all list a verb as we learnt them through 
our verb free game! We really enjoyed using pipe cleaners to 

make our verbs come to life.  

We have explored many types 
of books in our shared read-
ing, guided reading and silent 

reading sessions 

Rhyme time with Dr Suess 

Go Noodle dancing is our  
favourite past time fun!! 


