St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School
24 March 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians
COVID –19 SCHOOL UPDATE
As you would have heard, schools will remain open for now with parents having the option to send
their children to school or keep them home. After weighing up the pros and cons, many Australian
families, including an increasing number from our own school community, have now decided to keep
their children home from school. We respect every parent’s decision, whether to send them to school
or keep them home. These are challenging and unprecedented times and together we will work our
way through it.
Please note the following:
In The Event Of A School Closure
If the school is closed for two weeks or less, take-home packs will be distributed to all students. If the
school is closed for three weeks or more, the school will deliver online learning using the platforms
Zoom and SeeSaw. Our staff, wherever possible, will be attending work at this stage and into the
future and will be focusing on face to face teaching and the preparation for facilitating home learning.
If our situation changes and we progress to home learning, children still attending school may be
required to be taught by a teacher who is not currently their own classroom teacher to allow for staff to
be allocated to online teaching.
Choosing To Keep Your Child At Home Now
If you decide to keep your children at home now, please note that staff are still involved in face to face
teaching. As a result, the school is working on creating work packs and they will be available soon for
distribution. As stated above, online learning will begin, three weeks into a total school closure
however, some teachers, where possible, may invite students to join the class remotely while the
school is still open to trial our online learning programs, for example, joining the class via Zoom. If this
is an option, your child’s teacher will contact you with further details.
Survey - Internet and IT Capability At Home
If you haven’t returned the form, please do ASAP
Assemblies
Our Monday morning assemblies have been cancelled. Our Thursday morning assemblies will still
take place; however, students will stay in their rooms and participate through Zoom. Unfortunately,
parents will not be allowed to attend these assemblies.
School Fees
I understand that some of our families will be experiencing financial hardship. Please contact me
directly if the COVID-19 workforce changes have impacted your employment. Our system is also
addressing these concerns and I will be communicating more about this later in the week.
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COVID-19 is a changing situation that is affecting many areas of our lives, and it is normal for all of us
to feel anxious and worried, your child included.
Our teachers and other school staff are doing an excellent job in providing pastoral support to
students at this challenging time. It is important to remember that as parents, you can help your child
process all the information they are receiving and the changes that are taking place around COVID19. You can stay informed and provide factual, age-appropriate information about COVID-19 that will
help your child feel informed and empowered, rather than afraid.
Please pray for our school staff and political leaders, that they can make the best decisions during
these unprecedented times.
God Bless

Robert Palladino
Principal

