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Wednesday 14 February 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which is today, and it is a time to do a big spiritual ‘clean out’.  Lent is a 
time to reconcile, pray, fast and give to others.  We are all encouraged to do more of these things during 
the Lenten period as we prepare to celebrate the Risen Christ on Easter Sunday. 
 
This morning we had a special Lenten Promises ceremony in the Under Cover Area, followed by Mass at the 
Church.  Father January spoke to us about fasting and alms giving as part of our Lenten promises. 
 
With Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent, it means that our fundraising for Caritas Australia has also 
begun and we welcome back our Chick-a-thon. Today, each family will receive a Project Compassion box, 
provided by Caritas Australia. This has been sent home with the hope that it will become a fundraising box 
for your family. Each class has also been given a Project Compassion box to place on their prayer tables. 
 
This year the theme is For a Just Future and our fundraising will reflect this. For every $5 raised for our 
Caritas Australia ‘Project Compassion’ Lent fundraiser, we are able to help our neighbours worldwide and 
empower those that are vulnerable to grow stronger and share their strengths with their communities.  
While $5.00 doesn’t seem much to us, it means a whole lot to the Matuba Children’s Centre; a $5.00 
donation helps to buy one chicken which they can raise and sell to provide food, medical supplies and 
uniforms for children in Mozambique. 
 
We encourage students to contribute to this box regularly, donating coins as a way of giving back during 
the Lenten period.   
 
With the help of the Year Six leaders, the money from the classroom boxes will be collected each Friday and 
counted with a ‘tally’ of chickens displayed in the notice board and updated each week.  Updates will also 
be included in the newsletter each fortnight.  
 
All Project Compassion boxes are to be returned to the school by Friday 13 April and the donations in 
theses boxes will be counted with our classroom collections also. 
 
I thank you for your generous support of this fundraising project and the assistance you will provide to help 
end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs Mandy Sheen 
Assistant Principal 
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